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 toothpicks than most of the rest of you), but I wanted to 
do so much more with my tools, and you have helped me 
so much. THANK YOU! 
We are only a few weeks away from our big show, the 
Idaho Artistry in Wood Show, coming up February 27-28, at 
the Wyndham Garden Airport Hotel Boise (formerly the 
Boise Hotel and Conference Center). Remember at the 
January meeting and the February meeting, we will be 
glad to pre-register your entries. Also don’t forget the 5-
Section Challenge, brought to you by the Rogue Carvers 
(John and Carolyn Greener), if you can get one carving 
entered in each of the 5 sections (birds, animals, humans, 
miscellaneous and ethnic). Good luck! We will need a lot 
of help. We will need help setting up the displays on 
Friday, help with the judging, carvers to sit at the table and 
demonstrate carving, folks to staff the ticket table as well 
as the raffle table, help tearing down on Sunday, and 
runners for registration. There are other areas as well. See 
me, John or Carolyn for where we can best use your help. 
We are also looking for raffle items and auction pieces to 
help pay for all the expenses. 
We are also barreling towards the Jamboree. I received the 
first registration form and fees for the event just yesterday 
(YAAYYY! They want to come back!), so we are on our way. 
Again we are looking for raffle items and drawings for 
helping pay for our Jamboree. This year we have a 2-day 
class, several one-day classes, several 3-hour classes 
(always looking for more), and excitement galore. We will 
discuss needs at our January meeting. 
Well, I guess that’s all for now. I am looking forward to a 
great 2016 and some great times with all of you. Stay 
tuned!  
Eric Owens, IWG president  

Next Meeting is at 
6:30 pm, Jan 14   

Newsletter 

Greetings, 
 As we begin a new year 
(2016), I want to send 
out a big THANK YOU to 
all of you. Your help, 
advice, suggestions, and 
encouragement have 
helped me (and the rest 
of us) on a journey to be 
the best carver I can be. I 
can truly say that 
without your help along 
my path, I would be 
stuck way back where I 
started, making sharp 
sticks and toothpicks. 
Nothing wrong with 
sharp sticks and 
toothpicks (although 
being from Tennessee, I 
can use much larger    
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IWG Christmas party  

A great Christmas party with some spirited gift exchange, and 
great food. We had plenty of ham for everyone, plenty of 
delicious dishes, and great fellowship to end our year. We look 
for ward to spending 2016 with a great group of folks. 
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5-Section Challenge 2016 
The Rogue Carver’s Guild invites all interested individuals to participate in a 
“5-Section Challenge.  To complete this challenge, participants must enter a 
minimum of five carvings in the IAIW Show in 2016.  Participants must enter 
one carving in each of the five carving sections of the IWG prospectus.  The 
prospectus can be found at the Idaho Artistry in Wood website, “  
www.idahoartistryinwood.org  “.  Each entrant will receive a participation 
award . 
Details: 
-You must enter one piece into each of the sections as defined in  
  the IWG 2016 show prospectus. 
-You may enter as many pieces in each section as allowed by the  
  IWG 2016 show prospectus. 
-Points are awarded for each ribbon won in the show competition. 1st place  
  =4 Pts, 2nd place=3Pts, 3rd place=2Pts and HM=1pt. 
-Those who enter a piece in all 5 sections will receive a participation patch. 
-Participant that accrues the highest point total will receive the grand prize. 
  The photo shows the prize for 2014. 

5-Section Challenge 2016 
        Only 43 days to go 



Fellow Carvers Sharing. Please send in the questionnaires to me 
and we’ll have a neat feature for future Newsletters.  Lets share  
our journeys in carving.  Questionnaire at the back of this newsletter  

4 

Featured Carver Steve Moreno 
 
When did you start carving? 
 About 2006 with Cleve Taylor. 
 
What was your first  
carving?   A fisherman 
with extended arms. 
 
Have you taken lessons or instruction in carving? Explain 
I’ve taken classes from our local club members as well as classes 
from visiting experts .    
 
What is your favorite type of carving? 
Caricature and bark carving are my favorites. 
Do you have favorite, go to tools that you use for carving? 
I prefer palm tools to my power tools. 
What does “being creative” mean to you? 
To me its producing something from the raw materials into a 
finished product. The medium could be clay, wood, glass, metal, 
etc. I don’t like everything I see but I do appreciate the effort to 
make it. 
 
What kind of creative patterns, routines or rituals do you have? 
When I see a craft item or pattern, I ask myself “ who do I know 
that would like this or who might have an emotional tie to this 
object?.” Generally I’m looking for something that could be a gift 
item for someone. Alternatively I’m looking for some object or a 
production process I’d like to learn.  

Steve Moreno 
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Featured Carver Steve Moreno contd 
 
What’s your favorite thing you’ve ever created? 
I built an intarsia eagle with a 48 inch wingspan and a dining 
room table.. 
 
 
 
If you could carve anything what would it be? 
This is a hard question because I don’t have a specific thing I’d 
like to carve. Generally if I see something I think is clever or 
interesting I’m attracted to it. 
 
How many crafts or other hobbies do you enjoy doing? 
In woodworking I do intarsia projects, scroll sawn bowls, turn 
pens and have done marquetry. Previously I’ve made furniture, 
pictures frames, wall clocks and toys. Recently, I’ve taken an 
interest in woodburning.  
In the summer I enjoy sailing and camping.  I play racquetball all 
year and have taken up pickleball. 
 
Do you like classes to learn or do you like learning on your own? 
I prefer classes that minimize the mistakes it takes to learn a new 
process. An instructor that points out things to avoid as well as 
best practices is always appreciated.  
 
What do you want from your Idaho Woodcarving Guild? 
I enjoy learning about techniques or processes that can be 
incorporated into a future project.. I’d like a class on relief 
carving, maybe non- house bark carvings, painting or other 
finishes. I wasn’t able to stay for the video on bark houses but I 
think videos at the meetings are a worthwhile use of time. 
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Carving Aid from David Sharp  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This helpful carving holder allows you to do some carving with both 
 hands.  It’s easy to build and can be made any size you want.  The  
platform hooks onto the front of your desk and the back piece and  
non slip surface holds your work fairly steady as you carved.  If you  
want your work higher just add a few pieces of wood under the aid. 
I marked off 11 inches across the front.  

DON’T DO THIS !  from Steve Moreno 
I’ve been working on a relief carving for the past several months. It 
is a cross section of bass wood from a tree trunk or limb. All the 
carving is into end grain. The piece is almost finished and was 
ready to paint. I brought it to the sink and washed away the 
various pencil marks. Didn’t give it much thought. Immediately 
upon washing,  it began to creak from the differential stresses 
causes by the water. Portions of the piece are ¾ “thick and others 
are far thinner. The various thicknesses absorbed the water at 
different rates causing the entire plane of the piece to become 
bowed. Now I’m waiting to see if the piece will crack and crumble. 
I don’t know what would have happened if I had oiled the piece 
first. Perhaps the same thing.   
Next time I attempt a relief, I won’t carve it as an end grain piece 

Helpful hints.  Please send to your Editor, things that might help your  
fellow carvers. The e-mail address is on the front page, bottom 
left, of this newsletter.  Or give hand them to David Sharp at meetings. 
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Name:   
Questionnaire for You to share your Carving story (please include 
photos if you will and be as lengthy as you want):   
 
When did you start carving? 
 
What was your first carving? 
 
Have you taken lessons or instruction in carving? Explain: 
 
What is your favorite type of carving? 
 
Do you have favorite, goto tools that you use for carving? 
 
What does “being creative” mean to you? 
 
What kind of creative patterns, routines or rituals do you have? 
 
What’s your favorite thing you’ve ever created? 
 
If you could carve anything what would it be? 
 
How many crafts or other hobbies do you enjoy doing? 
 
Do you like classes to learn or do you like learning on your own? 
 
What do you want from your Idaho Woodcarving Guild? 
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